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V, Dart of a Letter from Dr. Arthur Bury, to the 
pf trend John Chamberlayne Efq j F.'ifS. con¬ 
cerning the Manuring of Land in Devonshire by 
Sea-Sand. 


Compton , March 8, 1708, 

SIR, 

I Have your obliging Letter of February 28. accom¬ 
panied with the Archbifhop of Dublin's to the Royal 
Society , &c. The Burning of the Surface is lb much 
pra filled in Devon fair e , that’cis elfewhere known by the 
Name of Devonfbirwg ; but it is ufed only for bad Lands, 
and by worie Husbands; for it robs the Ground, as the 
Good Prelate remarks. 

Salt quickens dead Land, and is ufed in the South 
Weft part of that Country, which would elle be the 
barreneft, but is now the richeft part of it. They go as 
far as the Sea will permit them at loweft Ebb, and take 
the Sand in Bags, and carry it on Horfe-back 14 Miles 
into the Country, and fpread it upon the Land, and 
thereby improve it both for Corn and Grafs. In other 
Parts they force their Barren Land, by mingling the 
Earth with Lime, and calling it upon the Ground! 

In this they diner, that Crude and fingle Salt, if 
ftrew’d upon the Ground, does not improve, but cor¬ 
rode it; but Lime, tho’ unmingled, betters it: but in 
this they agree, that they produce not Grals ft for their 
Scythe, buribr Pafture, fhort and fweet, and growing 
all the Winter ; fo that their Sheep know not either Kay 
or Water, nor are their higheft Grounds parched by the 
Sun in the hotteft Summer. This is Matter of Fail 
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known-to every Plowman; what I further add, I wi ho 
were fo toeveryGentleman,that by the Marriage of the! c 
Male and Female Salts, they might enrich both thei r 
Country and themfelv.es. The Sea-Salt is too Iufty and 
a£tive of it felf, the Lime has a more Balfamick, but gen¬ 
tler Salt ; and regularly joined with the other, is there¬ 
by invigorated. How to match thefe two, Glauber 
thus directs. Take (fay s hej Qtiick-Lime r let it (lack by time 
without Water ; then take Salt and Water y mingle them toge¬ 
ther , and make them into Balls or Pieces , which you pleaj'e • 
dry 'em as you do Bricks , then burn them for about two Hours v 
This Compofi will enrich your pooreji Land. 

Were I fo devoted to Agriculture, as you fuppofe, I 
fhould remove my Dwelling to fuc'h a Situation, as were 
beft accommodated with thefe three, Lime, Salt, and 
Coals; and did our Gentry underhand this Husbandry, 
they would fo far free Salt from its Tax, as it fhould be 
employed upon Land,, which is not intended to pay for 
it.. 


YI. A Litter from Mr. Edward Lhuyd, Ifeeper of 
the Aflimolcan Mufeum in Oxford, to Dr. R.R. 
in Yorkshire 5 giving an Account of a iBook^ Enti- 
tuled , OYPEsHOITHs Heiveticus, five Itinera 
Alpina Tria, See. Authore Joh. Ja. Scheuch- 
zero,, M. D. Lond. 4:0. MDCCVHI. 


Honoured 'Sir r 

Aving had the Favour of a Perufal of Dr. Scheuch- 

_ _ zer's Itinera Alpina , as the Sheets were printed off, 

I take an Opportunity offer’d by a Friend, of fending 
you fome Account of Part of that very Learned and In¬ 
genious 



